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1. Call to Order 
Barbara Dennis called the conference call to order. Call participants included Tom 
Olszewski (ExxonMobil); Scott Lindholm and Bob Sutherland (Shell): Thom Smith and 
Dan Dotson (Valvoline); Gail Evans and Chris Castanien (Lubrizol); Kirk McNaughton 
(Safety-Kleen); Charlie Passut and Dan Pridemore (Afton); Greg Raley (Motiva); Chris 
Cornish (Infineum); Harji Gill (Pinnacle); Steve Herzog and Dan Deneen (Evonik); Steve 
Tarbox and Clarence McCollum (ConocoPhillips); Matthew Ansari (Chevron); Luc 
Girard (PetroCanada); Jerry Wang (Oronite); Larry Kuntschik (ILMA); Rick Tittel (BP); 
and Kevin Ferrick, Dave Smith, and Mike See (API). 
 
2. GF-5 Grid 
The Lubricants Committee reviewed the GF-5 grid and offered the following comments: 
 

 Chris Castanien reported that the Sequence VID matrix data was adjusted to allow 
for lab-to-lab variability and was forwarded to Bob Mason at SwRI. Mr. Castanien 
added that ILSAC retained Mr. Mason to assist them with interpreting the matrix 
data. A number of statisticians are reviewing the adjusted data for accuracy. 

 Chris May is evaluating the reproducibility of the various HTHS methods as part of 
Oil-side’s consideration of a minimum target for HTHS. 

 The Sequence III Surveillance Panel will attempt to establish targets and a 
correction factor for the IIIG at a meeting on July 15. 

 The GF-5 grid should indicate that Oil-side has requested the removal of the TEOST 
33C test. 

 Bob Sutherland suggested adding a column to the grid that would distinguish the 
ILSAC-proposed limits from those proposed by Oil-side. Kevin Ferrick agreed to add 
the column. 

ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will add a column to the GF-5 grid that distinguishes the 
ILSAC-proposed limits from those proposed by Oil-side. 

 The status of the emulsion test should read as follows: Dependent on ASTM 
adoption of method or practice (efforts within Surveillance Panel need to be 
monitored). 

 Committee members want to understand why tensile strength at 50% elongation is 
included in the elastomer specification. Because of the variability of the parameter, 
could it be included as “rate and report”? 

 Kevin Ferrick reported that he received the following email from Tracey King: “ILSAC 
would like to understand why the Oil side has proposed a bench shear stability test 
instead of/alternative to the Seq VIII?  We would also like to hear about what 
adjustments the Oil side would propose to the limits to account for the severity shift, 
and would like to see data to support these adjustments.” 



 
3. Oronite Proposed VID Response 
Jerry Wang presented a proposed response to the VID limits (see Attachment 1). 
Committee members expressed interest in Oronite’s approach but added that they 
needed to understand better the numbers underlying the proposal. Mr. Wang agreed to 
work with Jo Martinez to develop questions that could be posed to industry statisticians. 
He would provide these questions for Lubricants Committee consideration, and then the 
committee would decide if and how the questions would be addressed. Some 
suggested that the statisticians who volunteered to work with the BOI/VGRA Task Force 
could also be asked to consider the Oronite proposal. 
 
ACTION: Jerry Wang will work with Jo Martinez to develop questions that could 
be posed to industry statisticians.  
 
The committee did agree that points from slide 7 of the presentation should be shared 
with ILSAC during the July 1 conference call. The specific points to be shared are listed 
below. Harji Gill agreed to raise the points during the call. 
 

 Industry needs to agree on GF-4 “comparable” limits in VID. 

 Industry needs to start VID registration and produce data to assess achievable GF-5 
performance over GF-4 “comparable” limits. 

 Industry needs to negotiate VID final limits based on the above and to allow a 
reasonable pass rate. During the technology demonstration period, industry will 
evaluate alternate methods to achieve this goal. 

 
4. Next Meetings 
The next ILSAC/Oil conference call is scheduled for 2 p.m. eastern on July 1. The next 
face-to-face meeting will take place on July 30 in Detroit. Ford has offered a meeting 
room at FAIRLANE BUSINESS PARK III, 1555 FAIRLANE DRIVE, ALLEN PARK, MI. 


